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standardization, please refer to the link in the “Statement of Direction” section, above. 
 
Bar Code and Bar Code Scanner Requirements – Prepare for the advent of 2-D bar codes 
Due to the increased capabilities of camera-based bar code scanners, GS1 Canada and the global GS1 
Healthcare strongly recommend investing in such scanners when introducing bar code scanners or when 
replacing existing linear bar code scanners. Doing so will facilitate adoption of global standards for 
automatic identification in the healthcare supply chain. 
 
Unlike grocery and retail environments, healthcare requires additional information on the bar code, such 
as expiry date, batch/lot number, and serial number. This additional information may not always be 
achieved through a traditional linear bar code; therefore 2-dimensional bar codes will continue to increase 
in prevalence across the healthcare sector. Camera-based bar code scanners are required to read GS1 
2-dimensional symbologies, though they also read linear bar codes. Linear bar code scanners 
cannot read 2-dimensional bar codes. 
 
For further information related to the recommendations related to bar code scanners, please refer to the 
link in the “Statement of Direction” section above. 
 
 
About Carenet 
Carenet is GS1 Canada’s healthcare sector strategy to standardize the healthcare supply chain. Through 
the Carenet strategy, GS1 Canada represents over 470 Canadian healthcare suppliers and 95 suppliers 
to advance and facilitate the use of electronic commerce in healthcare to enhance patient safety and 
efficiency. 
 
About GS1 Canada 
GS1 Canada is a member of GS1, the world’s leading supply chain standards organization. As a neutral, 
not-for-profit organization, GS1 Canada enables its more than 10,000 members – trading partners of all 
sizes from 23 sectors across Canada – to enhance their efficiency and cost effectiveness by adopting 
electronic supply chain best practices. Learn more at www.gs1ca.org. 
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